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In response to an Office Action, dated June 5, 2001, Applicant's Attorney mailed an 
Amendment, with a three-month extension, and a check in the amount of $920.00, to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, under Certificate of Mailing, on November 30, 2001. 
Subsequently, on December 10, 2001, Applicant's Attorney mailed a Transmittal of Small Entity 
Statement and Request for Reimbursement, under Certificate of Mailing, together with an 
executed Small Entity Statement, requesting the reimbursement of one-half of the $920.00 
extension fee that had been submitted to the USPTO on November 30, 2001. 

Because of a potential threat of Anthrax contamination from mail addressed to Federal 
offices, mail addressed to the USPTO was rerouted to decontamination facilities and, as a result, 
delivery of the Amendment to the USPTO was significantly delayed. Although the Amendment, 
together with a Petition for Extension of Time and check in payment thereof, was timely filed, it 
was not received at the USPTO mailroom until January 14, 2002, as evidenced by the date stamp 
on the postcard receipt that was returned to Applicant's Attorney. A copy of the postcard receipt 
is enclosed for the convenience of the USPTO. 
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On January 8, 2002, Applicant's Attorney received a Notice of Abandonment, dated 
January 2, 2002, in which the Examiner alleged that no response had been filed to the 
outstanding Office Action. Pursuant to instructions posted on the USPTO Website regarding the 
accepted procedure to be followed if papers had been timely filed but not timely received at the 
USPTO because of mail delays, Applicant's Attorney filed a Request for Withdrawal of 
Abandonment by facsimile, with the required signed statement on the facsimile cover page, 
together with duplicate copies of the Amendment and Petition for Extension of Time, and 
authorized the USPTO to charge Attorney's Deposit Account 08-0380 in the amount of $920.00 
for the three-month extension of time. 

Enclosed is a copy of the January, 2002 Deposit Account Statement for Deposit Account 
08-0380. The highlighted section on page 2 indicates that Attorney's Deposit Account 08-0380 
was debited in the amount of $460.00 for USSN 09/845,485, Attorney Docket No. 1573.1002- 
00[7] on January 15, 2002. Since the Small Entity Statement had previously been filed in the 
USPTO, the USPTO correctly debited one-half of the $920.00 fee that Applicant's Attorney had 
authorized in the facsimile of January 9, 2002. 

Also enclosed are copies of the front and back of check number 44126, in the amount of 
$920.00, for USSN 09/845,485, Attorney Docket Number 1573.1002-007,indicating that this 
check was deposited by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on January 18, 2002. 

Since the USPTO has charged Attorney's Deposit Account in the amount of $460.00, and 
since the USPTO has also cashed the check in the amount of $920.00 that was submitted with the 
original Amendment that had been mailed to the USPTO on November 30, 2001, Applicant's 
Attorney respectfully requests a full refund of the duplicate payment of $920.00. Applicant's 
Attorney authorizes the USPTO to credit Deposit Account No. 08-0380 in the amount of $920.00 
to refund this duplicate payment. A copy of this Request is enclosed for accounting purposes. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 



David E. Brook 
Registration No.: 22,592 
Telephone: (978) 341-0036 
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Concord, MA 01742-9133 
Date: February 21, 2002 
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